Speech - WWF Thailand

Director General, Department of Fisheries
Secretary-General, SEAFDEC
President, Thai Tuna Industry Association

Honorable Guests; Ladies and Gentlemen

Thailand is one of the most important seafood producers and exporters globally; however,
the decline of fisheries resources due to overfishing is still one of the challenges that we are
facing. WWF sees the concept of Fishery Improvement Projects (FIPs) as a stepwise approach to
gradually improving the performance of a fishery. At the same time these FIP fisheries can receive
market support from buyers and retailers. The goal for WWF engaging in FIPs is to help both the
fisheries that want to improve their sustainability and seafood buyers that want to source more

sustainably.

In Thailand, WWF has been working with the Department of Fisheries and industry partners
to implement a BSC FIP since 2012, and the fishery is already showing signs of improvement. In
2016, WWF Thailand began exploring the opportunity to develop a FIP for Longtail Tuna, and so
now we are very pleased to see the kick-off of this FIP. Multi-stakeholder partnerships are critical
to the success of FIPs. NGOs like WWF play a critical role as independent 3" party advisors
providing sguidance, technical support, coordination as well as being a bridge between
stakeholders including links to processors, buyers and retailers. All this will help bring quality and
credibility to the FIP. WWF Thailand is proud to be able to support and coordinate with DoF,
SEAFDEC and TTIA in implementing this FIP. We thank each of these partners for agreeing to

commit to this Longtail Tuna FIP.

WWEF believes the workplan the partners have developed will help improve the health of
the Gulf of Thailand Longtail Tuna stock as the key conservation impact, and to secure the
Longtail tuna supply chain in the longer term. A well implemented FIP that has scientific
evidences and government support can only help Thailand’s reputation internationally, as a

country committed to better utilization of its fish resources.
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